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Type of Expenditure Unit Cost in 1995/96 prices

Home Care £8.50 per hour

Community Nurse £17 per visit

Day Care £28 per attendance
Meals £2.90 per meal
Lunch £2.90 per meal
Chiropody £10 per treatment

Redidential Care Homes | £275 per week

Nursing Homes £337 per week

Long-stay Hospital £ 800 per week

# © The Royal Commission on Long Term Care (1999) @
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Developing Policies for the Long-Term Care Industry :
in the Case of Gifu Prefecture

The aged people have increased rapidly since 1980, and the need of long term caring for the
disabled elderly is expanding. The Japanese elderly have been taken care by family members,
especially wives or daughters-in-law, because most Japanese people have believed that caring for the
elderly is a responsibility of family. Growing the number of the disabled elderly and declining the
enlarged family, it becomes a hard task for many families. Then the social insurance for the
long-term care carried out in April 2000, and many private companies became to participate in the
long-term care industry.

Comparing the other industrialised countries, Japan has three distinguishing characteristics : the
shortage of nursing homes, unwillingness to use caring service supplied hy out-of-family, and many
female careers, some 80 percent of all careers. In general, the Japanese think to use out-of-family
caring service negatively.

Taking account of the 2000 Survey on Long-term Care Service in Gifu Prefecture, I will present
some policies, which promote the sale of private companies in the long-term care industry, as follows

First, construction of nursing homes is a good opportunity for expansion of the long-term care
industry, because a shortage of nursing homes is an urgent problem to be solved as soon as possible
in Gifu prefecture. Secondly, a role of a public sector in long-term care service should be changed.
Currently the Shakai Fukushi Kyogikai (public sector organisation) has competed with the private
company. It is advisable that it becomes an area centre for coordination and information supplier
of caring service, but not an employer of the cheap labour. Thirdly, the local government should
appeal to residents to use out-of-family care service. For the purpose of increasing an utilisation
rate, a local government officer has to explain the long-term care insurance in detail at small

members meetings or at a resident’s house with face-to-face base.
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